
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 August 2017] 

 p2892d-2892d 
Mrs Michelle Roberts 

 [1] 

COMMISSIONER OF POLICE — APPOINTMENT 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.02 pm]: It is with great pleasure that I advise the 
house of the appointment of Mr Chris Dawson as Western Australia’s next Commissioner of Police. 
Commissioner Dawson returns to Western Australia after three and a half years as the chief executive officer of 
the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission, and director of the Australian Institute of Criminology, where 
he was responsible for national criminal intelligence and operations. 
Commissioner Dawson already has a long history of service to the people of Western Australia. In his junior years 
he served at the Scarborough and Mt Barker Police Stations. After a series of promotions and appointments, he 
was appointed Deputy Commissioner of Police in 2004. As deputy commissioner he had responsibility for 
a number of significant projects, most notably the security for the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 
in Perth. Amongst other tasks, he chaired the state tasking and coordinating committee, the police operational 
command group, and the Response–State Emergency Management Committee. He also drove the introduction of 
cold case review methodology within the special crime squad. 
During his time as deputy commissioner from 2004 to 2014, Western Australia saw a decade of reductions in 
crime. In recent years, methylamphetamine use has become rampant in our community, dividing families and 
driving crime. Commissioner Dawson is ready to take a leading role in our fight against drugs, and in this regard 
his experience leading the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission will be invaluable. Under his tenure, the 
ACIC produced the first national methylamphetamine report in 2015. He also drove the establishment of the 
National Ice Taskforce in 2015, and this year the ACIC established the national wastewater drug monitoring 
program, which identified that Western Australia has the highest consumption of methylamphetamine in Australia. 
During his time with the ACIC, the agency recorded drug seizures with a street value of $1.6 billion. 
Any new police commissioner has no easy task. In Commissioner Dawson I am confident that we have chosen 
a person whom the community can trust. As a sworn officer of the Crown with a long record of service, I am sure 
that he is deeply aware of the responsibilities he carries to the people and government of Western Australia to 
serve, protect and lead. I expect all members of this house to join with the government in welcoming his 
appointment. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
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